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In furtherance of the President's Management Agenda, NSF has identified programs that will offer proposers the option to
utilize Grants.gov to prepare and submit proposals, or will require that proposers utilize Grants.gov to prepare and submit
proposals. Grants.gov provides a single Government-wide portal for finding and applying for Federal grants online.

In response to this program solicitation, proposers may opt to submit proposals via Grants.gov or via the NSF FastLane
system. In determining which method to utilize in the electronic preparation and submission of the proposal, please note the
following:

Collaborative Proposals. All collaborative proposals submitted as separate submissions from multiple organizations must be
submitted via the NSF FastLane system. Chapter Il, Section D.3 of the Grant Proposal Guide provides additional information

on collaborative proposals.

Program Title:
Management and Operation of the Virtual Astronomical Observatory
Synopsis of Program:

Proposals are solicited to manage and operate the Virtual Astronomical Observatory (VAO) through a
cooperative agreement with the National Science Foundation (NSF), in partnership with the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA).

The Virtual Astronomical Observatory will serve to link a multitude of astronomical data sets into an
integrated system that allows automated search and analysis among all cataloged objects. The VAO will
provide access to data sets, create and maintain data protocols and standards, and provide analysis tools
and services to the astronomical research and educational community. The VAO is expected to act as an
enabling and coordinating structure to facilitate the development of tools, protocols, and collaborations
necessary to utilize fully the scientific potential of current and future astronomical data.





